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CENTER FOR ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST LANDS $300,000 GRANT 
MISSOULA--
The Center for the Rocky Mountain West at The University of Montana-Missoula has been 
awarded a $300,000 grant from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. The grant will be used 
for general operating support over the next three years.
Founded in 1992 by UM President George Dennison, the Center for the Rocky Mountain 
West is a regional studies and public policy institute designed to sharpen Westerners’ understanding 
of their region and guide visions for its future.
Center Director Daniel Kemmis said the Hewlett grant will enable the center to advance its 
Regional Policy Program, which focuses on bridging the ideological divides that often separate 
people in the Rocky Mountain West, and expand the center’s Regional Economics Program, which 
uses applied research to understand economic changes in the region.
"This grant is a wonderful recognition of the center’s work and of its potential,” said 
Kemmis, who directed the writing of the grant request. "This money will help the center build its 
capacity to serve the region. The Hewlett Foundation is very unusual because most foundations will 
only fund projects, while Hewlett will fund people and organizations.”
Based in Menlo Park, Calif., the Hewlett Foundation concentrates its resources on activities
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in education, performing arts, population, environment, conflict resolution, family and community 
development, and U.S.-Latin American relations.
Michael Fischer, the foundation’s program officer for the environment, said, “The West 
needs solutions that transcend local and state boundaries. We are convinced the Center for the Rocky 
Mountain West will suggest those solutions.”
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